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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 10. The time 
is 1435 hours. My name is Mike Tambasco. I'm an 
investigator assigned to the World Trade Center 
Task Force. I'm currently at EMS Battalion 31, 
conducting an interview with Paramedic Gary Smiley 
into the events of September 11 at the World Trade 
Center. 

Q. Gary, do mea favor. Give me your name, rank 
and the unit that you were on and then feel free. 

A. Gary Smiley, Paramedic, Battalion 31. That 
day | was working 31 Young Tour 2, 7 o'clock to 3:00. 
| heard the initial reports over the radio and we were 
assigned to the job. We were at Engine 207 at the time 
getting gas on over on Tillary Street. We started to 
respond. We went over the Brooklyn Bridge. From the 
Brooklyn Bridge you could already see the tower 
burning. It hit you in your mind that this was going 
to be bad. 

We initially responded in to lower Manhattan 

and ended up responding to Church Street in front of 5 
World Trade Center. The only reason | think that is 
because in 1993 when | responded to that bombing, 
that's where the initial staging was. 


When we pulled up there were two other 
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ambulances there that arrived simultaneously. | took 
command of those two and informed them to set up triage 
area across the street on the far side of Church, which 
from the map would be by St. Pauls cemetery. We got 
our equipment out. | started to give them direction. 
The helmets, coats and to get their equipment out. My 
partner Danny Rivera proceeded on the sidewalk towards 
the front of 5 World Trade Center because there were 
people coming out of the building that were hurt and 
they seemed to be milling around the front doors, so he 
was giving them instructions to get out of the building 
and to come off of the plaza and come across Church 
Street. 

Several people came out and they stumbled. 
He grabbed a couple. As | was coming across the 
street, across Church Street, is when the second plane 
hit the south tower, at that point we ran across the 
street going towards St. Pauls and there was a fire 
engine on the corner of that corner of Vesey. We hid 
behind the fire engine and we got hit with a lot of 
debris. 

It took I don't know how long for that to 
stop. I know it was hot because we all were -- | 


remember Danny looking at me and saying you are like 
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red as a beet, because we probably got flash burns from 
the fireball. 

At that point there was everybody was running 
around crazy. A lot of people were coming up to us 
screaming and | didn't see that many people injured at 
that time. There was a lot of bodies, bodies came out 
of the sky at that point. In fact we were hit with 
debris, which turned out to be human remains. 

| remember a gentleman coming up to us with a 
leg screaming to help him. It wasn't his leg. It was 
somebody else's leg. We got back in the vehicles and 
we moved them up Vesey going towards Broadway. | 
pulled up on the sidewalk. There was like a Cabrini 
unit there and another EMS unit. 

At that point we started to get a lot of 
hysterical people, a lot of patients. | remember one 
patient going by us that was already dead that they had 
on the scoop, that the EMTs had stopped us and asked us 
and we had said that they were already dead. The guy 
was basically decapitated. 

At that point | made a decision. | told 
Danny | said, | think the best bet would be to go to 
West and Vesey, because that's where -- that was the 


main staging area or the last one. So we thought that 
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would be a good idea, so we took the two units that 
were with us and came around Broadway down Vesey past 5 
and 6. 

There was a lot of debris in the street. 
There was a lot of burning debris in the street. | 
didn't see many people at that point. There wasn't 
anybody to stop and help. There was just a lot of 
emergency vehicles apparently coming down that way. We 
ended up -- we pulled into Vesey and West. There 
seemed to be a lot of fire engines already staged 
there. We met up with Captain Pincus and Chief 
Goldfarb. 

We parked the truck. We were the second 
vehicle in off of West and Vesey. There was a Citywide 
ambulance that was the first one, catty corner to the 
second. Equipment was taken out and they had staged us 
in the front of 3 World Financial Center on the upper 
steps of it. There was other units on the lower steps, 
which was directly in front of 6 and off at the angle 
of the north tower. 

At that point a lot of people were just 
standing around, | remember Manny Delgado was there, 
Dr. Cherson, a number of volunteers came up to us 


asking if they could help. About six or seven EMTs. 
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They told me to start taking down names and numbers so 
| started taking down their names and their EMT numbers 
just to keep track of them. At that point nobody knew 
what was going on. 

There was about -- | think there was 3 ALS 
units and 7 BLS units. Captain Pincus asked for a BLS 
and ALS unit that he could designate as fast units to 
go into the lobby. Me and Danny volunteered. Another 
BLS crew volunteered. They were just waiting for a 
final preparation to know when we were going to make it 
across the street. 

At that point, | met up with a couple of 
other guys from our Battalion who also came down to 
stage there. EMT Felton, Sean Cunniffe. | remember 
Felton because we started to notice people coming off 
the building, coming off the north tower and at first 
we didn't know what was going on, and then you could 
see that they were jumping. In fact | had to actually 
hold Felton because he wanted to run across the street 
and catch them. He wanted -- he was hysterical and he 
just wanted to catch them. | told him that he couldn't 
do that. They were hitting the ground, of course, 
exploding. It was horrible. We must have -- we 


probably saw about a dozen people jump. 
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At that point they took everybody's -- 
several people coming around taking everybody's name 
and badge numbers and what units they were, so they 
knew who was there. There were a slew of vehicles 
coming in that had already arrived on West Street, 
private ambulances, our units, proprietary units. 

Then we went back. We had gone down to the 
bottom steps and they went back up the top steps. We 
were standing by the stretcher. In fact, | think 
because they were getting ready to send me and Danny in 
to the forward triage area when the first tower, which 
would be the south tower, somebody yelled it was 
collapsing. 

We ran up the steps and into the AMEX 
building, which would be 3 World Financial Center. All 
the equipment was left, we just dropped everything and 
we ran. Debris came down, but from that tower, the 
lobby held, at least the windows held. We were covered 
with debris but we were in the lobby. Then we heard 
pounding on the glass for some of the guys that didn't 
make it in the lobby, so we broke out the windows to 
the front of 3, American Express building. We got 
those guys into the lobby. 


Chief Carrasquillo was there too. He ended 
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up -- he started taking a head count and he told me to 
take a head count. There was a lot of people running 
around that had really -- they were losing it. It was 
very understandable. 

| grabbed as much equipment as | could from 
the outside and a couple of the other guys and we set 
up in the back part of the lobby, BLS on one side and 
ALS on the other side, figuring that we would be 
getting a lot of patients. The air was not too bad in 
there, and that's what we basically did. We figured we 
would get a large influx of people coming in at that 
point. Nobody started coming in. 

At that point Chief Goldfarb said that he 
smelled gas. Nobody smelled gas except Chief 
Goldfarb. Chief Goldfarb smelling gas saved about 40 
people, because we moved through the back lobby and out 
the side entrance on to the farther end of Vesey Street 
going towards North End Avenue. 

That's when we started to hear the radio 
transmissions of Maydays. On our radios we heard EMS 
Mayday. | knew over Chief Carrasquillo's radio | was 
hearing FD Maydays. This went on for 5 minutes 
straight. We heard the units calling, we heard our 


units, we heard 1 Mary, 6 Mary, 6 Adam. 


G. SMILEY 


We asked Captain Pincus about after 5 

minutes, we said what are we going to do here. He said 
| can't force you to go. We said well, we want to go. 
So me, Danny and another medic who works for us but he 
was working for New York Hospital that day. I don't 
know his last name. He works at New York, Carlos. 

Q. Do you remember, his first name is Carlos? 

A. Yes. He said if you want to go find these 
guys, we can. It didn't seem like at that point there 
was really, besides our group, there was nobody else 
there, at least that was alive. So we took trauma bags 
and started off and our scoop stretchers off and 
started off walking back down Vesey and we made the 
turn on to West Street. We passed the building with 
the 3, American Express building. 

| remember seeing in front of the collapse 

unit for Rescue 3 there were 3 Battalion Chiefs that 
were there and | asked the Battalion Chief, did you see 
any of the guys. | said we can't see anybody. We 
don't know where they are calling for help for. That 
was the only firemen | saw. | didn't see anybody 
else. | don't know how far down, we didn't get too 
much farther down West Street luckily. 


Q. Going south? 
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A. South, going towards the north pedestrian 
bridge, when you heard a rumble. That's when you 
looked up and you saw the second tower coming down. 
There was no communication at that point. It was -- | 
just remember turning and running. | know Danny, we 
eventually found out where everybody ran to, the 3 of 
us. But I never saw the two other Battalion Chiefs 
again. | know my partner ended up dragging the one 
that was alive out. 

| ended up running back up the steps towards 
3. | made it right to the corner and got knocked down 
by the blast. | guess it was the gush of wind. I got 
hit in the back with some cement and I had just made it 
around the first ambulance and | dove under my truck, 
which was vehicle 305. That's what a little voice in 
my head told me to do. | crawled underneath the 
ambulance and that's where | was for about the next 15 
minutes. | remember a lot of debris hitting the truck 
and | couldn't breathe and | couldn't see. 

| don't know how long that went on for. When 
it sounded as if the debris stopped, | couldn't -- the 
sides were already covered as if it had snowed, so | 
started to dig and | cleared enough away that I could 


see a glow, which | knew was not -- which was fire, 
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because there was fires burning around the vehicles. 
So | decided it was better to get out and try and make 
it than burn to death. 

So | crawled out from under there and you 
couldn't see still. | just remembered the same side of 
the truck | came out of, so I figured if | point myself 
in the direction | will be going away from the towers. 
So | just started crawling and | got up and | started 
walking. You still couldn't see. It was as if you had 
your head in a sack. | couldn't breathe, | couldn't 
see. 

I tried calling for Danny. Every time | took 
a deep breath it was just worse. At that point | had 
dropped the lantern | had. The equipment was gone. | 
wasn't concerned too much about that. | didn't notice 
at the time that | had injuries to my leg and stuff 
like that. | just tried -- my only thought at that 
point was to get out of there. 

| ended up walking across Vesey into a 
construction area that is in between North End Avenue 
and the West Side Highway. | found a chain link fence 
that | bumped into that | decided let me follow the 
fence and see where it goes. At least | can hold on to 


something. | was going to climb over the fence and 
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decided just go alongside it. | went alongside the 
fence for a while. It seemed like forever. 

Then | encountered a fireman who was also 
disoriented. | don't know who he is. | don't remember 
his name. | don't remember what company. We walked 
together along the fence. We still couldn't see. We 
made it around the side of the fence, then we started 
hearing voices calling, anybody out there. We started 

-- we just followed the natural turn of the fence and 

we ended up from what they tell me somewhere near North 
End Avenue there was a salad bar that was across from 4 
Merrill Lynch -- the Merrill Lynch building and there 

was about seven or eight cops in there, Port Authority 
guys, a couple of firemen. 

The owner and his daughter or his wife, they 
dragged us in there. Everybody -- the cloud was 
clearing a little, but there was a lot of fire around 
there. The parked cars that had been parked there were 
all on fire and which wasn't on fire was exploding. We 
didn't know at that point. | know that one of the 
police officers said that he thought that they were 
bombs and maybe they rigged them to blow up. Just 
secondary explosions. We didn't know what to do. 


We went towards the back of the restaurant, 
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there was a couple of firemen got in there. One 
fireman yelling let's get the gas off. So he went into 
the kitchen area and they killed the gas. They had a 
couple of hoses that had these big industrial sinks, so 
we Started hosing each other off because the stuff was 
burning you. | guess it was just because the ash was 
so hot. 

Stayed in there for about 20 minutes. The 
explosions outside were too much, so we decided to get 
out of there and we ended up coming out of there and we 
ended up on North End Avenue. They had set up a field 
hospital in | don't know what building. They dragged 
us in there for a while. Then there was a report of a 
gas leak in there so | decided it would be better if | 
exit. There were people that were getting treated. 

They could walk, basically ran out of there. Everybody 
ran out of there. 

It must have been about 50 of us at that 
point. People started saying let's get some of the 
vehicles, you know. We had thought at that point that 
we need something to get out of there. So Emergency 
Services, | know there was about six or seven ESU cops 
and they basically told us that they are going to stay 


in front of us and | don't know what they thought. | 
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think they kind of thought that there were ground 
troops coming in to kill us next. At least that seemed 
to be -- they were going to keep us from whatever was 
coming. It was crazy, people thought that there was -- 
they were going to bomb everything. 

People were running around. FBI people 
saying that there were bombs in different parks and 
just running from one area to the next. | remember 
seeing Captain Rivera there from Manhattan -- from the 
Bronx. He is now in Queens, who | remember we got to 
the point where we were actually running out of places 
to go. We were going to go into the water. | said 
maybe we should take off our stuff and go into the 
ocean. We didn't know where else to go. 

Because there was, every building was 
apparently -- the police said there was gas leaks and 
they said they were going to blow up and we had no 
place else to go. Somebody actually -- a couple of 
guys ran back down Vesey and got into some of the 
vehicles, because mine had pulled up. We had about 
seven or eight ambulances at that point and a couple of 
Emergency Services cars. 

Basically we didn't do much for a little 


while. There was not much to do. We were kind of 
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trapped back there. We couldn't get out. I don't 
remember how we actually got out of there and who 
directed us to get out of there. We ended up --! 
don't know how we ended up -- we ended up on Greenwich 
Street | guess, like an hour later. About 7 units 
ended up on Greenwich and Duane and I remember meeting 
Captain, no, Chief Wells there. He asked me was the 
Lieutenant with us. | said no, he told me | was a 
senior guy and he was going to take over that area so 
we set up on Greenwich Street. 

They had about 5 or 6 doctors and they had 
about 6 ambulances. We spent the better part of | 
think 6 or 7 hours there doing absolutely nothing until 
7 collapsed. We still did nothing because there was no 
patients. Everybody is still -- there is a lot of 
trouble breathing. You just kind of ignored it. | 
knew my leg was bleeding, | had some pretty big cuts on 
my leg, but | really didn't -- | just bandaged it up. 
| don't think -- you kind of knew that there was -- you 
were going to be needed. They said that a lot of 
people were dead so we didn't even know how many were 
left. 

From there we were asked to respond to the 


Millennium Hotel later on in the nighttime by 
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Lieutenant Jack Sullivan. One of the volunteers said 

that they had reports of patients that they found in 

the Millennium. So we volunteered to go there, so we 

took the truck around to the Millennium. | remember 

were driving through the streets, seeing Chief Gombo 
walking with Russ Terranova and we continued going down 
towards the Millennium. Ended up not finding anybody 

at the Millennium. 

We brought our trucks around to One Liberty 
Plaza. We worked there for the next 5 or 6 hours until 
we were relieved at about 2:00 in the morning. We 
worked inside that field hospital just taking care of 
what was coming in. 

Throughout the night you couldn't see. You 
had to wash your eyes out every 5 to 10 minutes. It 
was pretty blinding. | guess the adrenaline kept going 
through the whole time, because even at Liberty Plaza 
there were several times when you just saw the whole 
block start running. Everybody -- we must have ran up 
and down that street 5 or 6 times because stuff was 
coming off the buildings and there were more 
collapses. 

It wasn't till | got released and starting 


coming back, | guess when we started to like settle 
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down a little bit. By the time | got back to Brooklyn, 
| couldn't breathe at all. That's when they took me 
over to Long Island College Hospital. | was admitted 
for severe respiratory distress, severe smoke 
inhalation. | had developed (inaudible). They said 
not so much from being trapped but from the severe 
dehydration from the dust. | guess from the heat, 
because it was so hot and you didn't take your turnout 
coat off and your helmet didn't come off your head, 
because you were afraid you were going to get hit with 
something. 
| was admitted there and | spent up until 

Friday in the hospital. | was released. That's about 
it. | went back down Friday night on my own time to 
dig with some guys from New York Hospital, because | 
just felt that | needed to pitch in and see what there 
was. That about covers the events the way it was. 

Q. Gary, unless there is anything else you can 
think of or want to add to it -- 

A. Just looking at the questions and stuff, | 
don't think anybody was intentionally put in any harm's 
way. There was a lot of volunteers coming up to you, 
some that | never saw again. | hope to God they didn't 


get killed, but it seems as if there was a tremendous 
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amount of EMTs that were coming out of nowhere. Not 
our people, just volunteer EMTs. | don't know what 
happened to them. 

There was no warning when the buildings came 
down. Even after the first collapse you really didn't 
even have an inclination that the second tower was 
going to come down. | don't think anybody was aware. 
The immediate people that | was with during the 
collapse, you know, | met up with Danny about half an 
hour, 45 minutes later. More like an hour later. 

Danny had hid in the corner of the AMEX 
building and wedged himself in by one of the window 
ledges and he flattened himself out and he found some 
stretchers and put them on top of himself. That's what 
cushioned the debris from killing him. 

That was it. | know the other medic that was 
with us got out as well. He ended up running into the 
lobby and continued in the lobby, because the lobby was 
crushed. That's what | said before about Goldfarb and 
the smell of gas. Because from what I have seen of the 
building, we wouldn't fare too well staying in that 
lobby. We probably would have all been crushed. 

| didn't see anybody that was missing, that 


are still missing. | guess that about covers it for 
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now. I'm sure if you ask me tomorrow I would have 
about 500 more things to say. I'm sure you don't want 
to have a dissertation on my state of mind. | won't 
give it to you. 

Q. All right, if there is anything else that you 
want to add later on, that's not a problem. We will 
get it in there. 

A. You know, it was just the thing that struck 
us as strange when we first pulled up was the small 
amount of people that were coming out of the building. 
Remember in '93 when we pulled up into the same spot 
there was a thousand people coming out of that 
building. When we pulled out there was maybe 100. 
They were milling in the lobby. | remember we had to 
scream at them to get out of the lobby and to come 
across the street. 

There were a lot of people who finally 

listened to us. Thank God, because I'm sure they are 
still alive today because of that. That was one of the 
things that really stood out. Where are they? Then of 
course, after the first one collapsed, it was basically 
nobody was around. You know, | think everybody you 
know that was in my immediate group, everybody really 


stuck together and | got to give them a lot of credit. 
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| give Goldfarb, Carrasquillo, and Jace Pincus, Captain 
Pincus, a lot of credit. They kept their heads pretty 
well. Nothing on their part endangered us at all. 
Everything that we did we volunteered to do. 

I'm sure they were -- you know, they were 
acting in good faith. Timing was very good for them. 
It was basically the only thing that stood in the way 
of us getting killed. Just a couple of minutes. 

So that was about it. 

MR. TAMBASCO: | thank you. The interview is 


concluding at 1503 hours. Thanks again. 


